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of the military Expence, which may amount to 1000000 of Tayels yearly.
The Customs on Merchandize and Poll-money amounts to prodigious
great Sums, all which are gathered according to the Book of Rates, and
sent to the Treasury of the Province, for the Use of the Empire, which
makes the Emperor's Treasury always full.

Fokien is the next rnaiitim Province to the Eastward of Canton., a very
mountainous Country, and has about 90 Leagues of a Sea-coast. It
reaches from the Island Lamoa, which lies directly under the Tropick of
Cancer., and makes a very spacious secure Harbour for Shipping, between
it and the Continent, but no Stranger frequents it, but to shelter them
from Storms, because they admit of no Trade with Foreigners. About
3 Leagues without the great Lamoa, are some small Islands uninhabited.
They are called the small Lamoas. There is a good clear Chanel between
those small Islands and the great one, of 15 Fathoms, on a good oazy Bottom.

The next Place of Safety for Shipping, is the Island of Amoy, where the
English once had a Factoiy, and a good Trade, but now it is shut up from
foreign Trade, by the Emperor's Order. There are several small Islands
ly off it, particularly the Island Tangsi., by the English called Chapel
Island, and by some the Hole in the Wall, because there is a large Hole
that passes quite through it, being undermined by the Sea below, but
above all is fast without Fracture. It appears like the Arch of a large
Bridge. About seven Leagues within it, is the inner Harbour of Amoy.,
where Ships ly very secure in 12 Fathoms oazy Ground, within 200 Yards
of the Shore. The Town is built close to the Sea, and some Houses in it
at high Water, are washed by the Sea.

About the Year 1645. the Dutch had a great Mind of possessing Amoy.,
for the Conveniency of its Situation and Trade. They came to an Anchor
with five large Ships in the outward Harbour, and landed about 300
Men. There were none to oppose them but a few Merchants and Mechan-
icks, who were soon frightned, but were so cunning, that before they left
their Town, they left their Houses well stor'd with Samshew, a Kind of
strong Arrack made of Rice, and with Hockshew, a Kind of strong Ale made
of Wheatmalt, by Fermentation.

The Dutch fearing no Enemy, or Design against them, entred the Town,
and some inconsiderable People being left in it, were civilly treated by the
Dutch., and those poor Chinese shewed their new Masters the best Houses
in the Town, where the Dutch took up their Lodgings, and, according
to Custom, carouzed heartily, that before Midnight there were but few
of them sober, and so went to sleep. The Chinese who were left in the Town,
went and informed their Country-men what Posture the Dutch Affairs